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Kyrosa A.M., Ilanurwa I'.JO. PaBHOBeCHBIE MOJIO>KEHUS ILJIOCKOr'O I1OJIUIO-
HaJILHOTO IHAPHUPHOrO MEXaHU3Ma

AHHOTaI_U/ISI. PaBHOBeCHBIe IIOJIOZKEHU A IIJIOCKOI'O ITOJIMTI'OHAJIBHOI'O IIapHUPHOI'O
MeXaHU3Ma CyTbh €ro BIUCaHHble KOHurypamun. Mbl npuBoauM GopMysty Ui UH-
nexca Mopca BnucaHHON KOH(PUIYyPAUK ¥ XaPAKTEPU3YEM YCTONINBLIE TOJIOKEHIST
paBHOBECHSI.

KiroueBbie cJ10Ba: MOJIMIOHAJIBHBIN [IAPHUPHBIA MEXaHU3M, PABHOBECHOE I10JIO-
JKeHUe, OPUEHTUPOBAaHHAsl IO b, HHIAEKC Mopca.

Panina G., Zhukova A. Equilibrium configurations of a planar polygonal
linkage.

Abstract. Equilibrium shapes of a planar polygonal linkage are cyclic configura-
tions. We present a formula for the Morse index and characterize stable equilibrium
configurations.
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1. OcHoBHbIE TIOHSATUS M COOTBETCTBUS. [l10cKum noauzo-
HAADHBLM WAPHUPHBIM METAHUSMOM HABBIBACTCSA HAOOP U3 N XKECTKUX
CTepyKHEl, COeMHEHHBIX TI0 IUKJLY MapHUPAMHU.

MsbI m3ydaeM TOJIBKO IUIOCKHE KOHMUIYPAIMHA W ILUIOCKWE WU3TU-
GaHuUs MAPHUPHOTO MEXAHU3Ma. XOTs KOHCTDPYKIMU JIAHHOW CTATHU
0000ITIaeMBbI I PA3MEPHOCTH 3, CUTyalldsi B TPEXMEPHOM IIPOCTPAH-
CTBE CYIIECTBEHHO OTJIMYAETCS OT IIIIOCKOH [4].

[MTapHUpHBI MeXaHU3M JOIYCKAeT PA3JIMYHbIE ILIOCKHE (DOPMBI,
COBOKYITHOCTH KOTOPBIX €CTh KOHPULYPAUUOHHOE NPOCMPAHCINEO ULAP-
HUPHO20 Mexarudma. B obirem cirydae KOHMDUTYPAITMOHHOE TPOCTPaH-
CTBO SIBJISIETCS TVIQJIKUM MHOTOOOpA3neM, pa3MepHOCTbh KOTOPOTO PaB-
HA YHUCJIy CTeIeHel CBOOObI MAPHUPHOIO MeXaHu3Ma, T. €. 1 — 3.

Mpsb1 u3ydaeM IIapHUPHBIE MEXAHU3MBI C TIOMOIIBI0 Teopun Mopca.
Opnako HaIa IEab — CAEJaTh W3JI0XKEHUE JIOCTYIHBIM JIJIsi IuTaTe-
JIsi, He 3HAKOMOTO C 9TOit Teopueit. [TosToMy MBI IPUBOIUM s COOT-
BETCTBUl, MO3BOJISIIONIUX MOHATH (DUBUIECKUI CMBICJT TPOUCXO/ISIIIETO.
ITo »Toit ke pUYHHE MBI MPUBOJUM IO JiBe (DOPMYTUPOBKU HEKOTO-
PBIX yTBep:KAeHuil: 1) Ha s3bike Teopun Mopca u 2) cooTBeTCTBY Il
[IEPEBOJT, HA SI3BIK (DU3UKH.
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B mnammeit mocraHoBKe 3a/1a9M IIAPHUPHBIE MEXAHU3MbI JIEXKAT B
HEKOTOPOI IIOCKOCTH, B KOTOPOW HPOUCXONAT uX wu3rudbanusd. 1Ipm
9TOM pa3peNIaIoTCs caMOIlepecedeHNsI I CaMOHAJIOXKEHUsT pebep Imap-
HUPHOT'O MEXaHU3Ma.

BosMmozkHa nHast MOCTAHOBKA 3a/1a9H, KOT/IA U3y IAI0TCs N3rNOAHUS
MAPHUPHOTO MEXaHU3Ma, UCKJodalomme camornepecederus. O6e dop-
Masjm3armu (KaK ¢ caMoOIlepecedyeHreM, Tak U 0e3 Hero) peaim3yeMbl
TEXHUYECKH, MI0ITOMY 00e IIOCTAHOBKM 3aJa4d 00 U3rMOaHMSAX IIap-
HUPHOTO MEXaHW3Ma ONPABIAHBI C TOYKHU 3PEHUS MPAKTUIECKUX [TPU-
soxkennit. OHAKO B JAHHOW CTATHE MBI OIPAHUYNMCS U3TUOAHUSIMU,
[P KOTOPBIX CAMOIEPECEIEHUs] JTOMYCTHMBI.

Ob61ast mapaJurMa TaKOBa: MPUIIHUIIEM KOH(MUTYPAISIM IITAPHUPHO-
0 MeXaHU3Ma HEKOTOPYIO (DYHKIIUIO SHEPTUH U U3y IUM €0 M3rnOaHUsI
B UHJyIIMPOBAHHOM CHJIOBOM I10Jjie. MBI paccMaTpuBaeM IIApHUPHBII
MeXaHU3M KaK IJIOCKWI KOHTelHep, HAOJHeHHBIN ra3oM. ['a3 cozmaer
JaBiieHre Ha pebpa MexaHum3Mma corsiacHo 3akony [lackans. CoBokyt-
HOCTB CHJI, IPUJIOKEHHBIX K ero pebpam, MOpoKIaeT HEKOTOPOe M3TU-
OaHne MexaHU3Ma, KOTOPOE CTAOUIM3UPYETCS B IIOJIOYKEHUHM PaBHOBE-
cusi. B niporiecce m3rubaHusi MEXaHU3M CTAPAETCsl 3aHSITH BO3MOXKHO
GOJIBIIYIO ILIOMIA/Ih, T.€. €r0 JBUXKEHUs OMUCHIBAIOTCS T'PATUEHTHBIM
ITOTOKOM (DYHKITUH TLIOIIAIH.

[TosnozkeHre paBHOBECHsI MOXKET OKa3aThCsl KAK yCTOHYUBBIM (Ma-
JIOe IIeBeJIEHNE MIAPHUPHOI'O MEXaHM3Ma BO3BPAIAET €ro B TO 2Ke II0-
JIO’KEHHUE), TAK U HEYCTONIUBBIM (IIOCJIE MAJIOTO IIEBEIeHNs MEXaHU3M
COCKAJIb3bIBAET B HEKOTOPOE JIPYTIOe MOJIOKEeHne paBHosecus ). VHugekc
Mopca 1osioxKeHust paBHoBecus (T.e. PA3MEPHOCTDb IIPOCTPAHCTBA Ma-
JIBIX IIIEBEJIEHUI, ITOC/Ie KOTOPBIX IIAPHUPHBII MEXaHU3M BO3BPAIIAET-
csl B TO K€ caMoe II0JIOYKEHHE DABHOBECHUsI) eCTECTBEHHO pPacCMaTpH-
BaTb KaK Mepy yCTONYUBOCTH II0JIOXKCHUA PABHOBECUA.

OTMeTuM OJIHAKO, YTO COIJIACHO (POPMAJIM3AIH, JJIsi KOH(UTY-
paruu ¢ caMonepecedeHusIMu (bU3NIeCKasi WHTEPIPeTaIus HEeCKOIb-
KO nHag (M B HEKOTOPOM CMbICJIe, KOHTPUHTYUTUBHAS ): JIABJIEHUE T'a-
3a B PA3HBIX 00/IACTAX, OTPAHMIEHHBIX MEXAHU3MOM, [IPOIOPIINOHAIIb-
HO HHJEKCY 06xoma. Tak, HAIpUMep, B IEHTPAJIbHON YaCTH <«3BE3/IbI»
(puc. 2) namseHue B 2 pa3a GoJIbIlle, YeM B €€ JIyUeBbIX 00JIACTSIX.

OmnucanHasi BbIlIe (pu3nIecKass KapTHHA TOYKHM 3PEHUS TEOPUH
Mopca Boitisiiur Tak: «Ha KoHMUrypanmmoHHOM MPOCTPAHCTBE MOJIH-
TOHAJIBHOTO IMAPHUPHOIO MEXAHU3MA PACCMOTPUM OPHEHTHPOBAHHYIO
wromaas Kak dynknuio Mopca n u3y4dnm ee KpUTUYIECKHE TOYKHU, UH-
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Jiekcbl Mopca KPUTHIECKUX TOYEK U MOPCOBBI IOTOKW».

Cirenytomue ompe/iesennsi (GOPMaIN3YIOT ONMUCAHHBIE O0bEKTHL:

ONPEAENEHUE 1. [10AUu20HAALHOIM WAPHUDHOM METGHUSMOM
Ha3bIBAETC HADOP U3 71 IIOJTOXKUTEIbHBIX BEIECTBEHHBIX dnce Iy, lo, .., 1,
peam3yeMblX B BUJIE JIJINH CTOPOH HEKOTOPOTO MHOTOYTOJBHUKA.

ONPEAEJEHUE 2. Kongueypayuel MapHIPHOro MEXaHU3Ma, Ha~
3bIBaETCs HAOOp M3 N TOUeK Ha mwiockoctu P = (p1,pa, .., Ppn), TAKUX,
910 |p;, pi+1| = li. Ilpu srom mepsble jBe TOUKH 3a(hUKCHPOBAHBL:
pP1 = (0,0) u po = (ll,O).

Konduryparus Ha3bBaeTCs 8nucahhol, eCJIU BCe ee BepIIUHbI Jie-
2KaT Ha HEKOTOPOIT OKPY?KHOCTH.

CoBOKYITHOCTD KOHMDUTYpAIHil ¢ 3adUKCHPOBAHHBIME BEPITHHAMI
P1 U Pa €CTh NPOCMPAHCMBO MOOYAeli TMAPHUPHOTO MexaHu3Ma (OHO
MOXKeT OBITh PaCCMOTPEHO KaK HEKOTOPOe IOJIMHOXKECTBO E€BKJINIOBA
npocrpanctsa R2"~4), B obmem cirygae MpocTpaHCTBO MOy eil sTBJTs-
eTcs TUIQJIKUM MHOrooOpasueM, pa3MepHOCTh KOTOPOro paBHa 1 — 3.

ONPEAEJIEHUE 3. Opuenmuposarhas naowads KOHGUTY DA

P = (p1,p2,..,pn), ve p; = (x;,Y;), 3a1aercst HOpMyII0ii

A(P) = (x1y2 — 22y1) + . - . + (Tny1 — T1Yn)-

2. CroBapb COOTBETCTBUIA.

e Kondurypannonnoe mpocTpaHCTBO — 9TO COBOKYITHOCTH BCEX TIO-
JIOYKEHUI TMAapHIPHOTO MEXAHU3MA.

e PasmepnocTs KOHMUIYPAIMOHHOrO IIPOCTPAHCTBA — 9TO CTEIIEHD
CcBOOOABI MBrnOAHMIA.

o Kpurnyeckass TOYka — ITO IOJIOXKEHWE DABHOBeCUs (DYHKITIHI
SHEPIUH.

e unekc Mopca KpUTHIeckol TOUKH — 9T0 (B HEKOTOPOM CMBbIC-
Jie) CTeleHb yCTONINBOCTH KPUTUYECKOH KOHMUIYpAIH.

o Innekc Mopca, paBHBII N — 3, — 3TO YCTOWYMBOE MOJIOKEHIE
DPaBHOBECHSA, T.€. JIOKAJHHBII MUHIMYM (DYHKITHH SHEPIHH.

st BrmcaHHON KOHGbUIYPAIMU Mbl BBOJMM CJIeyToIue 0B603Haue-
uus (puc. 1):
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‘< P,
Puc. 1: Ucnoabp3oBanmne oCHOBHBIX 0OO3HAYECHMUIA.

(y; — TIOJIOBUHA TEHTPAJIBHOIO YIJIA, OMUPAIONIETOCS HA CTOPOHY
Di; Pi+1-

m(P) — uagekc Mopca dbyakunu A B Touke P.

w(P) — crenens koHburypamuu P Kak 3aMKHYTO#l JIOMaHON OTHO-
CUTEJILHO TIEHTPA ONUCAHHOM OKPYKHOCTH.

—_—

€; — OpUeHTanus BeKTOpa (P;, Pi+1) OTHOCUTENHHO [IEHTPA OIMCAH-
HO# OKPY?KHOCTH.

e(P) — uucyo BeKTopoB (P;, Pi+1), HOJIOKHUTEIHHO OPUEHTHPOBAH-
HBIX OTHOCHTEJIHHO IIEHTDA.

Hawm monaio6uTcst cieayornas MeTpudeckas XapaKTePUCTHKA:

n
OP = Zsi tan a;;
i=1

d(P) = sign(oP).

YTBEP2KJEHUE 1. [5]

1. Kpumuueckue mouwku GyHKUUL NAOULLIU NAOCKO20 TOAUZOHAND-
HO20 WAPHUPHOLO METLANHUSME CYMb BRUCAHNBIE KONPULYDAUUL.

2. Yemotinusvie noaoscerus naocko2o nosu2oHAALbLHO20 wapHupHo-
20 METAHU3MA CYMMb 6NUCAHHDLE %0H¢u2ypauuu.
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YTBEP2KJEHUE 2. (6]

1. Cmenenv ycmotuusocmu YuKkAu“eckot KoHPU2ypayuy wWaprup-
H020 METAHUSMG PABHE

e(P)—1—2w(P), ecau 6(P) > 0;
m(P) = { e(P) — 2 —2w(P), eZm §(P) < 0.

2. Undexc Mopca dpynruyuu naousadu 0as yursuveckot Konduaypa-
YUY pasen

[ e(P)—1—-2w(P), ecmu §(P)>0;
m(P) = { e(P) — 2 —2w(P), ecmm §(P) < 0.

YTBEPKAEHUE 3. 6| [uxauveckan xonduaypayus wapHuprozo
METAHUSMA ABAAETCA YCMOTUHUGHM TOAONHCEHUEM DAGHOBECUA, ECAL
d(P)>0un—2=e(P)—2w(P), usu orce
§(P)<0un—1=e(P)—2w(P).

3. Ilpumep. Konduryparmonuoe mpocTpaHCTBO PABHOCTOPOHHE-
ro MSITU3BEHHOI'O IIAaPHUPHOIO MEXaHW3Ma €CTh IIOBEPXHOCTH poja 4
(cchepa ¢ yerbipbMs pyukamm). COrJIACHO U3BECTHBIM COOGPAXKEHUIM
teopun Mopca, sirobast byrkius Mopca Ha Takoi TTOBEPXHOCTH MMEET
0o KpaliHeil Mepe J1eCATh KPUTUIECKUX TOYEK.

B cnygae, korma dyukimmeit Mopca siBseTcs OpUEHTHPOBAHHAS
ILUIOIIAb, B CHJIy yTBep:KJeHus 1, KDUTHYECKHE TOYKHU JIETKO IIepe-
qucsanTh (puc. 2).

CortacHo yTBepKIeHUIO 3, mocaeaare e Koudurypamuu (moJio-
JKUTEJIHHO ¥ OTPUIIATEIBHO OPUEHTUPOBAHHDIE 3B€3/[bI) ABJISIOTCS TOY-
KaM# yCTORYInUBOro paBHOBecus. PuU3nMuecKuil CMBICT TAKOB: IIPH JIIO-
60M MaJjIOM IIeBEJIEHUH I1€PBOIl U3 3Be3] €€ ILIOIIA/Ib yMEHBIIAETCS.
WMupivu ciioBaMu, 9Ta KOHPUTYypalusi — JIOKAJIBHBI MaKCUMyM OpU-
E€HTUPOBAHHON IIJIOIIAJIN.
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Puc. 2: Ilosioxkenus paBHOBeCUs] PABHOCTOPOHHETO NATH3BEHHOTO TTap-
HAPHOTO MEXaHU3MaA.

(1)
(2)
3)

JIuteparypa

1. Elerdashvili E., Jibladze M., Khimshiashvili G. Cyclic configurations of
pentagon linkages // Bull. Georgian Acad. Sci. 2008. Vol. 2, N 4, P. 13-16.

2. Farber M., Schiitz D. Homology of planar polygon spaces // Geom. Ded-
icata. 2007. Vol. 125, N 18, P. 75-92.

3. Gibson C., Newstead P. On the geometry of the planar 4-bar mechanism
// Acta Appl. Math. 1986. Vol. 7, N 23, P. 113-135.

4. Khimshiashvili G., Panina G., Siersma D., Zhukova A. Critical points
of robot arms and polygonal linkages in 3D (rorosurcs).

5. Khimshiashvili G., Panina G. Cyclic polygons are critical points of area
// Bammckm mayaabix cemmaapos [IOMU. 2008. T 360, Ne 8. C. 238-245.

6. Panina G., Zhukova A. Morse index of a cyclic polygon.
arXiv:1007.2740v2 [math.MG]|

Tpyabl CIIMMPAH. 2010. Bein. 1(12). ISSN 2078-9181 (neu.), ISSN 2078-9599 (oHnaiiH) 231
SPIIRAS Proceedings. 2010. Issue 1(12). ISSN 2078-9181 (print), ISSN 2078-9599 (online)
www.proceedings.spiiras.nw.ru



KykoBa Ajsena MuxailJloBHA — ACHUPAHT MAaTEMaTUKO-MEXaHUYECKOro da-
kynbprera CIIGIY. millionnayal3@ya.ru; CII6I'Y, Yuusepcurerckas Hab., x. 7-9,
Cankr-ITerepbypr, 199034, P®. Hayuusrii pykosogurens — [.FO. [Tanuna.

Alena M. Zhukova — Ph. D. student of Faculty of Mathematics and Mechanics of
SPbSU. millionnayal3@ya.ru; SPbSU, Universitetskaya emb., 7-9, St. Petersburg,
199034, Russia. Scientific advisor — Panina Yu. Gaiane.

ITanuna Tasins FOpbeBHa — 1-p dus.-Mar. HayK, B.H.c. jaboparopuu UTYP
CIINVPAH. O6nacTe Hay<IHBIX HHTEPECOB: IIapHUPHBIE MEXaHU3MbI, MaTeMaTH-
YeCKOe MOJIEJIMPOBAHNE, FEOMETPHYECKIE aJllOPUTMbl, KOMOMHATOPHAs [€OMETPHSI.
Yucno mayunbix mybnukannit — 30. gaiane-panina@rambler.ru; CIIMVPAH, 14-a
saus B.O., x. 39, Caukr-Ilerepb6ypr, 199178, P®.

Gaiane Yu. Panina — leading researcher of Laboratory of Informational Tech-
nologies for Control and Robotics, SPIIRAS. Research area: linkages, mathematical
models, computational geometry, combinatorial geometry. Number of publications
— 30. gaiane-panina@rambler.ru; SPIIRAS, 14th line V.O., 39, St. Petersburg,
199178, Russia.

Pekomenosano smaboparopueit U'TYP CIIMNPAH, zap. n1a6. A.B. Tumodees.

Crarbs noctynuia B pegaknuio 12.11.2010.

232 Tpyabl CIIMMPAH. 2010. Bein. 1(12). ISSN 2078-9181 (neu.), ISSN 2078-9599 (oHnaiiH)
SPIIRAS Proceedings. 2010. Issue 1(12). ISSN 2078-9181 (print), ISSN 2078-9599 (online)
www.proceedings.spiiras.nw.ru



PEOEPAT

2Kyxosa A.M., Hanuna I.FO. PaBHOBeCHBIE MOJIOXKEHUS TLJIOCKO-
r'o NOJIMT'OHAJILHOI'O IAPHUPHOI'O MeXaHu3Ma.

MpbI n3ydaeM IJIOCKUE TIOJIMTOHAJIBHBIE IIIAPHUPHBIE MEXaHU3MbI L ¢ IBY-
MsI (PUKCHPOBAHHBIMU BEPIIMHAME U WX M3TUOAHUsT HA IJIOCKOCTU C pas3pe-
[IEHHBIMK CAMOIIEPECETIEeHUIMU.

[TapHUpHBI MEXaHU3M PACCMATPUBAECTCS KaK IUIOCKUI 3aMKHY THIH KOH-
TeifHep, HAIIOJIHEHHBIN ra3oM. /laBiieHne raza MHAYIUPYET U3THOAHUE IIap-
HUPHOTO MEXaHW3Ma, onncbiBaeMoe 3akoHoM [lackass. Takum obpazom, mme-
€T CMBICJI TOBOPUTDH O PABHOBECHBIX COCTOSIHUSX, YCTONYINBBIX PABHOBECHBIX
COCTOSIHUSIX M O MEPE YCTONYUBOCTH PABHOBECHOTO COCTOSTHHSI.

EcrecTBennoe MaTemMaTnieckoe OmucaHue s 9TON (pU3nIecKoit curya-
uu naet reopust Mopca. OyHKIus opuenmuposantot naowadu A(P) KoH-
durypanuu P B ob1miem cirydae siBisiercst dpyHarmnueit Mopca #Ha KouUrypa-
IIMOHHOM npocTpancTse M (L) mapHupHoro Mexanusma L.

VKe maBHO M3BECTHO, 9YTO A mocTuraer rio6agIbHONO MAKCUMyMa B BbI-
IIYKJIOH, IIOJIO?KUTEIbHO OPUEHTUPOBAHHOM (T.€. IPOTUB YaCOBOW CTPEJIKH)
prucanHoit kondurypamun L. CoemoBaTenbHO, A JTOCTUraeT MUHUMyMa B
anmuebnykaol (BBITYKJIOH, OTPUIIATEIHFHO OPUEHTUPOBAHHON) BIMCAHHON
KoHburypamuu L. B nannoit pabore MBI n3y4aeM BCe OCTaJIbHblE KPUTHYeE-
ckue Touku A.

IIpuBesiem ciaoBapb, cBsa3bIBatomuii Teopuio Mopca ¢ pu3nIeCKuM KOH-
TEKCTOM:

e Kondurypanmonunoe mpocTpaHCTBO (IIPOCTPAHCTBO MOJYJICH) — 3TO
MHOKECTBO BCeX ITOJIOKEHUH MAapHUPHOrO MEXaHU3MA.
e Pasmepnocts M(L) — 310 uncio creneHeit cBoGOpI.

o Kpurndeckast To4Ka — 9TO PABHOBECHOE (II0 OTHOIIEHHUIO K JABJICHUIO
rasa) COCTOsIHUE.

L] I/IH,LLGKC MO]Z)C& KpI/ITI/I‘{eCKOfI TOYKHN — I3TO CTEIICHb yCTOfI‘II/IBOCTI/I.

e Uunekc Mopca, paBHBI N — 3, — 9TO yCTONYIUBOE COCTOSTHUE PABHO-
BeCHUdA.

B pabore yTBepxKmaercs cienyoiee:

1. Kpurnueckue TOUYKH IMIAPHUPHOIO MEXAHU3Ma — ITO BIUCAHHBIE KOH-
duryparmun.

2. IlpuBenena dpopmyita st naaekca Mopca BOUCAHHON KOH(MUTY DAIUH.
Ora dopMmysa XapaKTepU3yeT YCTOWIHUBBIE TOJIOXKEHUsT IIAPHUPHOTO
MexaHU3Ma.
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SUMMARY

Panina G., Zhukova A. Equilibrium configurations of a planar
polygonal linkage.

We study planar polygonal linkages L with two pinned vertices and their
flexes in the plane with allowed self-intersections.

A linkage is considered to be a planar closed container filled with gas. The
pressure of the gas induces a flex of the linkage L ruled by Pascal law. Thus
it makes sense to speak of equilibrium configurations, stable equilibrium
configurations and the measure of stability of an equilibrium configuration.

The natural mathematical framework for this physical situation is the
Morse theory. The signed area A(P) of a configuration P is generically a
Morse function on the configuration space M(L) of a linkage L.

It is known since long that A achieves its global maximum at the convex
positively oriented (that is, oriented counterclockwise) cyclic configuration
of L. Consequently, A achieves its minimum at the anticonvez (convex neg-
atively oriented) cyclic configuration of L. In the paper we study all other
critical points of A, not just the global extrema.

Here is a dictionary which relates Morse theory to the physical context:

e Configuration (or moduli) space = the set of all possible planar shapes
of the linkage.

e Dimension of M(L) = freedom degree of the flexes.
e Critical point = equilibrium (with respect to the gas pressure) shape.

e Morse index of a critical point = measure of stability of an equilibrium
shape.

e Morse index of a critical point equals n—3 = stable equilibrium shape.

In this framework, the paper states the following:

1. Critical points of a linkage are cyclic configurations, i.e., those that
can be inscribed in a circle.

2. We present a formula for the Morse index of a cyclic configuration.

3. The above formula characterizes stable equilibrium configurations of
a linkage.
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